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5 Recommendations for Reducing Westchester's Waste
Trash Talks: "A Near Zero Solid Waste Strategy" for the
Town of Mamaroneck
Sponsored by Sustainable Westchester's Materials Management
Committee

Become a Member

By Kate Munz, Membership Relations Coordinator
(Images from Columbia Graduate Students' "Town of Mamroneck, NY  ZERO
WASTE" presentation)

FCWC is an environmental
coalition of individual and
organizational members.

On April 9th, Sustainable Westchester's Materials Management Committee
orchestrated an informative program titled "Trash Talk", to share the findings
of a team of 10 Columbia graduate students after the completion of their final
project of "A Near Zero Solid Waste Strategy" for the Town of Mamaroneck.
The main takeaway from their research and program was that the solution to
the waste problem is not faster removal, but sorting and reduction.

As an umbrella organization, we are
well suited to foster the exchange
of resources and ideas from local
environmental groups and to
channel their efforts to maximize
our collective outreach.

If you would like to learn more,
please visit

The Town of Mamaroneck's average recycling rate of all potentially
recoverable materials is 63%. The goal of the capstone project was to provide
the Town of Mamaroneck with suggestions, which if implemented, could reduce
the town's waste to "near" zero. The team's project Leader, Stacy Kotorac,
presented the group's findings and defined "near zero" as, "the diversion of
90% municipal solid waste from the wastetoenergy facility [county incinerator
in Peekskill] by 2018 from the 2013 baseline." The resulting plan was to try to
close the gap between the current 63% recycling rate and the 90% or more

www.fcwc.org/membership

50th Anniversary Gala

Save the Date

September 26, 2015

Honoring

Pace Law School
Bedford 2020
Dr. Cynthia Rosenzweig
Donations in Memory
Unfortunately we've recently lost
two members of our FCWC family,
former FCWC president Warren Ross
of Rye, and husband of long time
board member Nortrud Spero,
Monroe Spero. Mr. Spero designated
FCWC as the nonprofit to which any
donations in his memory can be
made.

Give in Memory

Notes from Past Presidents
Cesare Manfredi
FCWC President 20072009
On the topic of being FCWC
president, Cesare Manfredi, who
served as president from 20072009,
highlighted two of FCWC's main
aims: our meetings and our
publications.
He first recognized the importance of
our Annual Meeting, which is an
opportunity for FCWC to recognize
members of the community who are
actively improving the environment
in Westchester County. During his
time as President, FCWC awarded
their Green Seal Awards to
organizations who made significant
contributions to improving

potential recycling rate.
The team of graduate students conducted their study using proxy data from
different municipalities across the U.S. and abroad. The team applied the data
to predict the change in rate of recycling for different waste management
practices, and produced a list of potential recommendations. After a
cost/benefit analysis of these recommendations, the team settled on five.
A textile and carpetrecycling program  The town can partner
with businesses, such as Carpet Cycle, that recycle residential carpet
and have designated bins placed at popular locations for collection.
Support composting  Provide outreach about backyard composting,
create designated organic material drop off locations (ex. Farmers
markets), and increase food composting in schools with organizations
like WeFutureCycle.
Address recycling in multifamily
buildings  Provide those residents with a
tote bag to carry recyclable items to
collection locations.
Oops! Sticker  A large, visible sticker for
garbage collectors to put on trash bags
with recyclable items or on poorly sorted
recyclable bins. The collector will then not
remove those bags or bins for that pick up.
Volumebased PayAsYouThrow
program  A growing practice in the
United States, this system would require
residents to purchase and use only the
trash bags specified by the town. This
would require households to pay upfront
for their waste production. If a household decreases their waste, their
cost of purchasing the bags will also go down.
Though even with these suggestions, the study only produced a hypothetical
13% increase in recovery rate for the Town of Mamaroneck  bringing the
hypothetical total to 75% average recovery, and short of the 90% goal. The
team suggested that this was most likely due to the use of proxy data and
suggested to achieve a more accurate result the town conduct a waste
audit. Some of these recommendations made by the team have already been
implemented in other Westchester towns. Kim AnglissGage, Recycling
Coordinator of Yorktown, reported that Yorktown's curbside textile reclamation
program that she recently introduced has already been a success. Other
individuals in the room spoke up about their own towns and villages, citing
many different policies and programs.
The report, "A Near Zero Solid Waste Strategy," for the Town of Mamroneck is
a great jumping off point, but what can be taken away from the after discussion
among the audience, was that any waste management program must be
specifically designed for each community to have an optimal result.
Click to Read Article on FCWC Blog

FCWC Celebrates its 50th Anniversary at Annual Meeting
On June 3, FCWC will be hosting our 50th Anniversary Annual

sustainable transportation and
energy efficiency in Westchester
County. The Green Seal Awards
were given to Metro North, for early
conversion to low sulfur diesel; the
Power Authority for retrofitting their
building for a higher energy
efficiency performance; and the third
was to the Westchester County Bee
Line for their switch to low sulfur
diesel.
Additionally, FCWC was founded to
provide the environmental community,
which has become increasingly
diversified, a single unified and
powerful voice. To advance this issue
during Cesare's leadership, FCWC
began allowing our member
organizations to write articles for our
multiple publications about what they
do and why it is important for
Westchester County. This initiative has
helped to spread the word about
environmental activities happening all
across the County and highlight the
outstanding work our member
organizations are doing.

Featured Member Organization

Meeting, to take place at the
Edith G. Read Wildlife
Sanctuary in Rye.
At our Annual Meeting, FCWC will
honor all past and present Board
presidents and executive directors
who dedicated countless hours, energy, and expertise to lead our organization
for the past five decades. Each former president and executive director present
will receive FCWC's Green Seal Award. We will also recognize all former FCWC
board members in attendance. In addition, Katie Yacoub, an 8th grader at
Eastchester Middle School and a Cadette Girl Scout in Troop 2520, will receive
our Edith G. Read Award for outstanding student environmental efforts. She is
working on her Girl Scout Silver Award, which is to ban the retail use of plastic
bags in Eastchester, NY. As part of her project Katie raised money to purchase
500 reusable bags that she is giving out to residents in the community.
We invite all members as well as new and old friends to attend this celebratory
event. The Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary in Rye, is a particularly appropriate
setting for this major milestone. Mrs. Read was on FCWC's Board of Directors
for many years including when she and others from FCWC succeeded in
persuading the County to establish the property as a county wildlife sanctuary
on Long Island Sound.
There will be a picnic supper and opportunity to explore the Sanctuary. A short
business meeting to reelect Class of 2018 Board members will also be held.
The Class of 2018 includes: Jan Blaire, Robert Carroll, Sara Cashen, Steven J.
Levy, Sharon Pickett, Chris Reilly, and Rick Turner.

Click to Register

Summary of Federation Meeting
Watershed Agricultural
Council
(East of Hudson Office)

The Watershed Agricultural Council
(WAC) works with farm and forest
landowners in the New York City
Watershed region to protect water
quality on behalf of nine million New
York residents. To reach the level of
success that WAC has enjoyed over
the last 20 years, the organization
pursues a threepart mission:
promotion of the economic viability
of agriculture and forestry;
protection of water quality; and
conservation of working landscapes
through strong local leadership and
sustainable publicprivate
partnerships.

Helping Our Member Organizations Plan for the Future
By Kate Munz, Member Relations Coordinator
On April 29th, 2015, we hosted our annual Federation Meeting. Each year
FCWC hosts this meeting as an opportunity for our Member Organizations to
congregate and discuss the current state of Westchester's Environment. FCWC
facilitates networking among the organizations and general attendees, so to
help our organizations expand their base and relationships. We also bring
experts on a variety of subjects to the meeting to teach our organizations
something we think would be useful. This meeting is about strengthening our
"federation" and spreading knowledge.
This year we had representatives from 10
organizations, all of whom had the
opportunity to share projects they were
working on, and what they would like to
see out of their membership of FCWC.
Much of 2015, FCWC's 50th anniversary year, has been spent pursuing two
goals: addressing the topic of climate change and sea level rise, and trying to

WAC's success is due to strong
relationships and increased
commitment with landowners to
protect their property and keep
water resources clean.
To date WAC has created:
 Over 440 Whole Farm plans
representing nearly 100,000 acres
 More than 1,200 Forest
Management Plans covering 230,000
acres
 Over 150 Conservation Easements
spanning more than 24,000 acres
 Pure Catskills, a regional buylocal
initiative promoting over 300 farm
and forest based businesses
These programs have helped
farmers, forest professionals and
private landholders address water
pollution concerns on properties
located in the Croton and
Catskill/Delaware Watersheds, and
kept the region economically viable
and pristine.

sustain the nonprofit grassroots
fundamentals that FCWC was founded on.
Therefore it was on these two topics that
we chose our experts. The first speaker of
the program was Mike Rubbo, Director of
Conservation at Teatown Lake
Reservation. He spoke about Teatown's
current environmental projects and the
efforts they are making to create a more
resilient ecosystem. The second speaker was Lori Ensinger, Executive Director
at Westchester Land Trust, who discussed the many intricacies of
communicating with a Board of Directors...
Click to Read More

Congratulations on Grant Award!
Land Trust Alliance Grant
We are pleased to announce that some of our hard working member
organizations, and many other great environmental groups, have been
awarded funds for the Westchester Land Trust Alliance Grant from the New
York Conservation Partnership Program. These funds will help these
organizations on their environmental missions. Congratulations!
You can read the press releas about this reward here:
Local Organizations Recieve 2015 Grants from NYS

A Look Into Our Past
Westchester Environment Revisited
This is the fifth installment of our "A Look into Our Past" Series, honoring
the past five decades of work done by Federated Conservationists of
Westchester County. This series revisits some of our accomplishments by
featuring past articles from our original publication "Westchester
Environment." To see all of the other past articles visit our blog at
www.fcwc.wordpress.com/?s=A+Look+Into+Our+Past

WAC is internationally recognized as
a successful example of public
private partnership, and applies
watershed management approaches
on private lands that benefit the
general public. This partnership,
described in their video Celebrating
20 Years of Working Landscapes for

In this post we welcome spring and the start of the birding season with a
piece on the first New York State Breeding Bird Atlas. This article, written
by Berna Weissman our then Treasurer, delves into the planning and work
behind the Breeding Bird Atlas Project 1980, which culminated in a
published Atlas. In December 2008 a "Second Atlas of Breeding Birds in New
York State" was released with updated information and public Google Earth
datasets. Details on this "Second Atlas in Breeding Birds in New York State
can be found here: http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7312.html

New York State Breeding Bird Atlas: a work of scientific
significance

By Berna Weissman, FCWC Treasurer
(Excerpts from"Westchester Environment"  Vol. 4 No. 3  April & May 1982)

Clean Drinking Water empowers
private landowners to be surface
water stewards of New York City's
drinking water. Landowner
willingness to participate in WAC's
upstream water quality programs
continues to provide New York City
residents with over 1.1 billion gallons
of clean drinking water each day.
The Watershed Agricultural Council's
success is directly related to
voluntary landowner participation;
it's locally controlled nonprofit
structure; waterquality
recommendations in the Agriculture
and Forestry programs; and funding
by New York City Department of
Environmental Protection, U.S.D.A,
U.S. Forest Service and other
sources.

______________________
Office: 1275 Hanover Street
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
(914) 9626355
www.nycwatershed.org

_____________________
This section will feature a different
FCWC Member Organization each
month. Highlighting general
information, we hope to spread the
word about some of these amazing
organizations.
If you are are a part of an organization
interested in becoming a member of
Federated Conservationists, visit
www.fcwc.org/#!memberorganization
form/ccj2

Even in New York, endowed with a
long history of ornithology and the
current activity of a large number of
professional and amateur observers,
the precise distribution of the
more than 200 species of birds
which breed here is imperfectly
known. Previous publications have
had to rely on scattered studies of
single species and random
observations. The Federation of
New York State Bird Clubs, seeking to fill this gap, launched the Breeding Bird
Atlas Project in 1980, in cooperation with the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation, National Audubon Society, Cornell University
Laboratory of Ornithology and New York State Museum.
To accomplish the enormous task of mapping the distribution of all breeding
birds, the entire state has been divided into approximately 5000 blocks of 25
square kilometers, each to be surveyed for the species breeding within it. The
field work, which will last for five years, is being done by volunteers who, by
visiting all the habitats within a block at various times throughout the breeding
season, locate and identify birds, make observations of their behavior and code
them as possible, probably, or confirmed breeders according to a list of
established criteria. Publication of the Atlas is expected in the latter half of this
decade.
Westchester County, divided into 59 Atlas blocks surveyed by about 50
observers, is well on its way to being one of the most thoroughly covered areas
in the state. So far, we have found 129 species which are at least possible
breeders in the county; 108 of them have been confirmed in at least one
block....
Click to Read More

UPCOMING EVENTS
For a full list of our member organization's events and happenings, check out
our Federation Calendar at www.fcwc.org/calendar. Remember to always
confirm events before attending. Check back regularly as we are always
updating.

Beyond Waste
Meetings of Interest
2015 Westchester GIS User
Group Meeting

May 14th
Purchase College
735 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase,
Harrison, NY 10577
The largest annual meeting of
geospatial professionals in the

Sponsored by: Bedford 2020's Waste & Recyling Task Force and Schools Task
Force, and the Rippowam Cisqua School
When: Wednesday, May 13, 6:30 PM  8:30 PM
Where: Rippowam Cisqua School, 439 Cantitoe Street, Bedford
Join this collaborative forum on solutions for a zerowaste future! Learn how to
reduce waste ... and why it matters.Hear from local experts, educators, and
individuals activated on waste and recycling. Learn about everything from
singlestream recycling, to what to do with nonrecyclables like
pharmaceuticals, electronics, textiles and toxic household items,to composting
your food and yard waste. Click here to register.

Lower Hudson Valley!
Attendees can listen & participate in
a wide range of geospatial
presentations and meet with industry
leading vendors. Get updates from
Westchester County GIS staff on
new products and services for
government and business and sign
up for workshops and events such as
Getting Started with Story Maps,
student poster contest, and outdoor
afternoon events including
Geocaching & Orienteering (Map
Adventures).
For more information visit us at
http://giswww.westchestergov.com.
Sponsored by Westchester County
GIS
+++++++++++++++

Next Conversations on
Conservation:
Greening Our Parks

May 29, 8:30AM10:30PM
Greenburgh Public Library
Join us to learn and learn about
initiatives parks, both regionally and
nationally, have taken on to address
sustainability in our open spaces.

Annual Meeting & Lecture: History of Botanical Art by Dorie
Petrochko
Sponsored by: Bedford Audubon
When: Wednesday, May 13, 7 PM
Where: Mount Kisco Library

Join Bedford Audubon for their annual meeting, voting, and elections and stay
for a wonderful lecture on the history of botanical art. Dorie is an accomplished
artist, with degrees from Wagner and Southern Connecticut State University
and a certificate in Botanical & Natural Science Illustration from the New York
Botanical Garden. She has exhibited widely, and current serves as the
President of the Connecticut Natural Science Illustrators.
Cost: Free. No registration required; we'll see you at 7pm for refreshments

Native Plant Center Private Garden Tours and Lunch

Sponsored by: Native Plant Center
When: Monday, May 18, 90:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Where: Transportation by Charter Bus Westchester Community College,
75 Grasslands Road Valhalla, NY
The Native Plant Center is offering a day of Garden tours at two of the County's
premier properties: Martha Stewart's Farm in Katonah and Phillis Warden's
Garden in Bedford Hills.
Delight in the beautiful landscape and historic architecturesome dating to 1770
of Cantitoe Corners, Martha Stewart's lovely 153acre farm in Katonah, NY.
And Phillis Warden's enchanting 7acre property in Bedford Hills, NY. In
between each garden tour, enjoy a catered lunch in Caramoor's Garden
Courtyard. Online registration is available until: 5/11/2015. Click here to
register.

Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hudson River: Part 1
Sponsored by: Hudsonia
When: Wednesday, May 20, 10:00 AM
Where: Norrie Point, Hudson River National Estuarine Research Reserve
headquarters, Staatsburg, NY 12580
Join Erik Kiviat as he discusses the herpetofauna of the Hudson Valley, how to
survey them in the field, and current threats to their populations. Pre
registration required, $30 fee. To register, visit Hudsonia.org/events.

Birding Cuba: Arturo Kirkconnell
Co‐Sponsored by:
Bedford Audubon Society, Bronx River Sound Shore Audubon, Central
Westchester Audubon, Hudson River Audubon, and Saw Mill River Audubon
When: Wednesday, May 20 at 7:00 PM
Where: Chappaqua Library 195 South Greeley Ave
Cuba is the largest country in the Caribbean and accounts for over half of all
the land area in the West Indies. Cuban bird life is diverse: over 372 species
have been recorded in Cuba with 26 endemic species among them the
charming Cuban Tody, the striking and Elegant Cuban Trogon, and the smallest

of all birds in the world, the Bee Hummingbird. Arturo Kirkconnell is the bird
curator at the National Museum of Natural History of Cuba. He is author of two
books: A Field Guide to the Birds of Cuba, and A Birdwatchers' Guide to Cuba,
Jamaica, Hispaniola, Puerto Rico and the Caymans and as been leading birding
tours in his native Cuba since 1988.
Join them at 7:00pm for refreshments & announcements & seating. Program
7:208:30pm.

Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hudson River: Part 2
Sponsored by: Hudsonia
When: Thursday, May 21, 9:30 AM
Where: TBA

Join Jason Tesauro on a field trip to try out techniques and field gear used in
surveying the herpetofauna of the Hudson Valley. Open to those registered for
Part 1. Preregistration required, $30 fee. To register, visit
Hudsonia.org/events.
To register, visit Hudsonia.org/events

Birds and Climate Change: An Atlantic Flyway Perspective
Sponsored by: Hudson River Audubon
When: Wednesday, May 27, 7:30 PM
Where: Lenoir Preserve, 19 Dudley Street, Yonkers, NY 10701

Presented by Ted Gilman. Refreshments at 7 pm, program begins at 7:30 pm.
This program is free and open to nonmembers. For more information:
http://www.hras.org/programs/programs.html.

Bronx River Sound Shore Annual Meeting

Sponsored by: Bronx River Sound Shore Audubon
When: June 4, 2015 6pm
Where: Five Island Park, New Rochelle
Our very own Carolyn Cunningham will be honored at this event for her lifelong
environmental activism. Join BRSS at 6pm for a guided bird walk and the
business meeting begins at 6:30. Link to BRSS Newsletter
Annoucement

We hope you find the information contained within this E‐News
relevant and useful. As always, please keep in touch and let us know
your thoughts and ideas regarding environmental issues throughout
the County.
Sincerely,
Federated Conservationists of Westchester County
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