FEDERATED CONSERVATIONISTS OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY

POSITION PAPER ON PESTICIDES

The Bylaws of FCWC state that “the purpose of the organization shall be to help protect the quality of Westchester County’s air, soil and water and to insure the preservation of its flora and fauna” and, to support sound programs among which is air and water pollution control.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Pesticides can be pollutants. These chemicals are toxic products designed to kill a target organism; however, they also kill other non-target organisms such as the natural predators of the pest and organisms that are beneficial to the health and balance of the ecosystem. Many of the broad-spectrum pesticides do not biodegrade readily and remain in the environment for many years where they contaminate ground water and other resources. These chemicals make their way up the food chain with the toxicity increasing at every level (biomagnification). Pesticides can also react with each other and with other chemicals resulting in synergism – one compound enhances the effect of the other compound many times over that of either acting alone. 

Most synthetic pesticides have a biochemical mode of action i.e. they work by disrupting enzymes, hormones, neural transmission or other biophysical processes. An ever-increasing body of evidence strongly suggests links between pesticide exposure and health problems. These include a variety of cancers, neurological disorders, birth defects, and endocrine disruption, which may have an irreversible effect on development and reproduction.

There is a proven alternative to these toxic chemicals. It is a system of collective strategies called Integrated Pest Management. These strategies include prevention, monitoring, mechanical tools, cultural practices, and, if necessary, using the least toxic product such as biopesticides and inorganics in a site-specific manner.

Westchester County ranks third in the state in the sale of pesticides by pounds and fifth by gallons. There is minimal farming in the county; almost all of this use is by commercial applicators for urban and suburban use. The large sale of fertilizers containing pesticides means that these pesticides are not necessarily being used in response to any documented pest problem, but as a routine part of lawn maintenance.

FCWC has a record of educating and advocating for pesticide reduction. There have been ongoing informational articles in the newsletter. Statements have been made at hearings noting concerns about water pollution from pesticide use on proposed golf courses. The organization urged the EPA to revise and strengthen its stormwater prevention plan, giving special consideration to pesticides as one of the largest contributors to non-point source pollution. FCWC actively supported and advocated for passage of the county’s Pesticide Reduction Law and the Neighbor Notification Law. 

POSITION STATEMENT

Based on the compelling evidence associated with the harmful effects of pesticides on the environment and on human health, the excessive use of these toxic chemicals in Westchester County, the existence of viable alternatives, and the bylaws and the past record of this organization, FCWC hereby adopts a position of supporting the reduction and, wherever possible, the elimination of pesticides.
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FCWC Documents from Westchester Environment:
October 2002 – Comments on French Hills Golf Course FEIS

September 2002 – SPDES Application for Seven Springs Golf Course
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Mar/April 1999 – In Pursuit of a Less Toxic More Colorful Lawn
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September/October 1997 – Golf Courses: Birdie or Bogie for the Environment?
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