FEDERATED CONSERVATIONISTS OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY

POSITION PAPER: WESTCHESTER COUNTY AIRPORT

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Westchester County Airport (WCA) experienced a large growth in numbers of jet aircraft flights from 1980 to 2000. Commercial jet operations more than doubled between 1990 and 1994. This transformed WCA from a small, general aviation airport to a midsized regional airport with thousands of noisier corporate and commercial jet passenger operations per year.  WCA has become one of the busiest corporate jet airports in the country and in some years total operations have reached close to 200,000.

Since this growth period, FCWC’s position on the airport has been to oppose further expansion and thus, limit the airport’s increased environmental impacts on drinking water quality, airport noise, and air pollution. Generally, the Board of Legislators, and more recently, the administration has supported this policy.   

FCWC has long supported the limitation on the growth of WCA’s commercial flights embodied in the terminal capacity agreement (TCA). This voluntary agreement between the airlines and the County had been extended for two ten-year periods (1984-94; 1994-04), in part through the leadership and diligent lobbying efforts of FCWC and other environmental groups, such as the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC). The conditions of the TCA require a lottery allocation for commercial flights, and limit the number of commercial gates at the terminal to four and the number of passengers to 240 per half hour. These conditions of the TCA are now incorporated in the county code as the “terminal operating procedures.”

FCWC recently supported a new county law that puts small “air taxi” planes with more than nine passengers under the control of the terminal operating procedures. We shall work with the County to extend flight non-expansion to cover operations of private and corporate jets and helicopters.

Though often ignored, a voluntary curfew is in effect. Flights are prohibited during the voluntary “curfew” period from midnight to 6:30 am. The curfew is not part of the terminal agreement. FCWC has supported a mandatory curfew on several occasions and strongly supports County efforts to enforce the voluntary one. A nighttime curfew would make the airport more environmentally friendly, but the County’s effort to impose one was enjoined by the court in the 1980s. FCWC has also worked to lower the threshold for acceptable residential noise levels.

FCWC has always been concerned about the impact of stormwater runoff on water quality. The airport’s location is nearly adjacent to a drinking water reservoir serving 9 million people. FCWC has advocated for an undeveloped buffer on the (western) reservoir side of the airport to further protect the reservoir from polluted runoff. Also, there have been incidents of pollution of Blind Brook and potential pollution of the Rye Lake (Kensico Reservoir) by airport chemicals. We strongly support the diversion of stormwater from Rye Lake to Blind Brook, as required by the NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation, and the enforcement by DEC of the State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) standards for the brook. 

FCWC has supported County efforts of the past few years to introduce environmental personnel and standards to guide airport operations. FCWC will monitor closely County efforts to institute the safest possible disposal methods for deicing fluid and to use the least toxic materials and methods for both deicing and anti-icing.

POSITION

FCWC supports:

· No expansion of air traffic at WCA

· Greater local control of all passenger flights,   including private and corporate jets and helicopters.

· Cleaner and more efficient ground-handling equipment

· Reduction and/or elimination of environmental impacts from noise, spills, deicing fluids, stormwater runoff and air pollution. 

DOCUMENTATION:

Under the Flight Path: Community Response to Aircraft Noise at Westchester County Airport and an Assessment of FAA Noise Measurement Policy       Natural Resources Defense Council, March 1997

Numerous EISs and studies on WCA available at the County Planning Dept. and FCWC.

Westchester County Airport Aircraft Noise Study, August 2002

Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment (under NEPA and SEQRA) for Westchester County Airport Projects   prepared for Westchester County by Louis Berger, and Associates, 1996

Final Impact Statement for Westchester County Airport Terminal Facilities Modernization Project   November 1988

 Westchester Environment Articles:

Fall 2005 – “County Proposes Limits on Air Taxis”

July-August 2004 – “Westchester Airport Capacity Agreement to be Extended”

September 2003 – “Concerns Continue About Westchester County Airport”

November-December 1999 – “Citizens Urge Airport Study – County Complies”
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